
























A proficient swordsman who uses 
an unusual blade called a “katana.” | 
Pessimistic and world-weary, 
he runs his own smithy. 


A young lady knight who is part of 
the Knight Guard, charged with 
defending the independent trade 
city of Housman. Ex-nobility, 
she has a strong sense of justice. 


The “Demon Blade” of wind. 

A demon “born” at the end of the 
Valbanill War, she normally walks 
about as a human woman. However, | 
she can turn into a rapier at will. 


The assistant who lives and works 
at Luke’s smithy. Innocent and 
carefree, she loves talking with 
everyone. She says she is only 
three years old. 


Mt 


Hilda 

An assassin from II 
the former Crowd II 
Powers, she was II 
once rescued by 1 
Cecily and now 1 

1 feels a debt of 
, gratitude to her. II 


Horatio Disraeli 

An elite in the 
Imperial Crowd 
Power Army, 
he wields the 
[ Demon Blade 
Francesca. 


Nameless 

A Demon Blade 1 
owned by the 
Imperial Crowd 1 
, Power. She tells 1 
Aria the secret 
i to transforming 1 

1 into a sword 

1 one last time. 























Assassins were sent into the 
Independent Trade City from the 
old Crowd Powers, with orders to 
capture the “Sacred Blade’s Sheath." 
However, they stumbled across Aria 
and kidnapped her instead. One of 
the assassins, Hilda, indebted to 
Cecily for an earlier rescue, left 
behind a note, which allowed Cecily 
to catch up to the assassins and 
rescue Aria. Unfortunately, before 
they could escape, the Imperial 
Crowd Powers Army caught up 
with them, and Horatio-using 
Francesca as a Demon Blade- 
dealt a heavy blow to Cecily. 


Meanwhile, Luke and Ewain have 
found themselves trapped inside Blair 
Volcano for ten days now, fruitlessly 
searching for an exit. Faint from 
hunger and battling the huge, 
grasping tendrils of Valbanill, the 
two push forward until they discover 
a strangely frozen cavern, with a 
sword planted in the middle of it... 



Decades ago, a great war raged across the continent. 
Called the “Valbanill War,” it saw the widespread use 
of powerful Demon Pacts. Forty-four years later, 
a young lady knight named Cecily Campbell meets 
a mysterious blacksmith named Luke Ainsworth 
and asks him to forge for her a sword. A 


Out of nowhere, 
an earthquake shook the 
Independent Trade City. 
Realizing that the tremor 
is a sign of Valbanill’s 
impending awakening, 
Luke rushed off to Blair 
Volcano to view the original 
Sacred Blade, in the hope 
that it would help him 
speed up the forging of 
a new Sacred Blade. 


THE DUTY 
OF THE 
"SACRED 
BLADE'S 
SHEATH." 


Meanwhile, Cecily’s mother 
finally revealed to her the duty 
of becoming “The Sacred 
Blade’s Sheath,” which falls to 
all of the scions of the 
Campbell family. Though she 
knows it is her duty to become 
a “repilacement” Sacred Blade, 
Cecily still believes that Luke 
will finish the true one in time. 



The (Sacred fik Blacksmith 


0 y} <0* 































I CAN 
TELL 
JUST BY 
LOOKING. 


IT DOESN'T 
HAVE THE 
SENSE OF 
WEIGHT THAT 
SWORDS 
FOROED BY 
HUMAN 
HANDS DO. 


'X 
















JUST 

ABOUT EVER/ 
KATANA 
FOROED BY A 
BLACKSMITH'S 
HANDS HAS A 
CURVE T(D IT. 


HOWEVER, 
THERE ARE 
A HANDFUL 
OF KATANA 
THAT HAVE 
PERFECTLY 
STRAIGHT 
BLADES. 


































































RUN/ 






































poison..:-. 

WAS 
THERE 
POISON 
GAS IN 
HERE?! 

























MY BOP/, 
TRYING TO 
CRAWL a 

| -OUTT! ^ 























aw* 


m 
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AGONY WAS 
INTENSE, 
LIKE HIS 
ENTIRE BACK 
HAP JUST 
ERUPTEP IN 
SEARING 
FLAMES. 


HIS HEART 
THUPPEP 
ERRATICALLY. 
HIS VISION 
STARTEP TO 
TAPE AS THE 
PAIN CLAWEP 


PEEPER I NSIPE 
OF HIM, 

REACHING FOR 
HIS HEART. 


























































A YET % 
m GAIN, 
WT FINE 

m/s ELF. 

THERE.A 


"WALL 
OF . 

flesh: 


I CAN 
HEAR 














































































Wisms 
mwHATtrr* 
{COMBS TO, 
WAGAIN? j 

mm mb 4 
WRUNN/NG2 
WAWAY.^W 





AS THE 
AGONY 
INCREASE?, 
HE FELT 
HIS SANITY 
BEGINNING 
TO SUP 
AWAY... 


THE PAIN IN 
LUKE'S BACK 
CONTINUE? TO 
GROW WORSE 
AN? WORSE, 
MAKING IT 
HAR?ERAN? 
HAR?ER FOR 
HIM TO THINK. 


AN? THAT 

TERRIFIE? 
HIM MORE 
THAN 
ANYTHING 
ELSE. 














































































1 I'M NOTi 
(GOING/ 
WTOiLET 
WH/SiBE? 
THE ENPa 


m&mNSm 

mmMgrMm 

8REAK f Mm 

wproM/sem 

TO HER... 


IVON'T 
WANT 
THAT TO 
BE THE 
LAST TIME 
I EVER 
SAW 
HER... 


COULPN'J 
| BBAR 
■■a Ira 


THERE 
IT 15 
A&A\H 






















































SHE.. 


ms 

THEPE. 
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uu&u 



HA! 

SO, 

YOU'RE 
STILL 
ALIVE, 
* EH? 


I WHAT'S 
% HAPPEN- 
r !NG...?k 































FINALLY 

FOUNP 

YOU... 




























































SUB'S TUB 
ASSASSIN 
WHO 

ATTACtCBP 
US ON TUB 
WAY TO THB 
MILITANT 
NATION. 




: \ J 

H ) HE'S \ 




i UNCONSCIOUS, 

1 \ v |\ \\ 



<\ \ BUT HE 


^ p 


\\ \ LIVES. / 




















































OH, 

RIS-HT. 


I PON'T 
see HER. 
WHERE 
15 SHE? 


I'M SORRY.. 
cm WE WAIT 
UNTIL WE'RE 
OUT OP HERE 
BEFORE 
PISCUSSINS- 
THAT? 

























RI6HT. 


we 

NEEP 
TO GR¬ 
OUT OF 
HERE. 


BUT 

THESE 

QUAKES. 

PON'T 

TELL 

ME.../ 


11 TH6 
K 66AL 16 
u 6R6AKIN6. 


VALBANIU- 

16 

666INNIN6 

TO 

MOV6. 

















THAT STRAIGHT 
KATANA WAS 
PUT THERE TO 
BOOST THE 
FLAOOINO 
STRENGTH OF 
THE ORIGINAL 
SACREP 
BLAPE'S SEAL. 


IS WHAT 
HAPPENS 
TO THE 
CAMPBELL 
FAMILY, 
RIOHT? 




































yes, 

THAT IS 
CECILY'S 
ORANP- 
FATHER, 
THE 
FIRST 
CAMP- 


OR MORE 
PRECISELY, 
THE PEMON 
ELAPE HE 
TRANSFORMEP 
INTO PURINO 
THAT 

EXPEPITION, 
ALL THOSE 
YEARS A&O. 

































PONT 

BE 

RIPICU- 

LOUSH 

YOU 

CAN'T!! 


PON'T 

WANT 

EITHER/ 


PUT 

THERE'5 

NO 

OTHER 

WAY!! 


mmmA 

mmm 

wtmmm 

Tejmewl 



























































YOU'RE A 
PEMON. 
YOUR BODY 
POESN'T 
A& E OR 
CROW... 


WHAT YOU 
LOSE TO THE 
PORCINO 
PROCESS 
WILL NEVER 
"CROW 
BACK." 


ARE 

YOU OKAY 
WITH 
THAT? 








































































EVERY¬ 

ONE 

ELSE, 

STAY 

BACK! 


YEAH/ 

THERE'S 

hot me H 
TIME/ WE 
NEEP TO 
HURRY/ 


RIOHT/ 


CECILY/ 


















SEE THE 
K ATAKA 
ON THE 
6&0UW 
OVER 
THERE?/ 


SWORP 

^JGRANP- 

FATHER 

BECAME.... 


GO 

GRAB IT/ 
ON MY 
SIONAL... 


ANYWHERE STAB IT 
15 FINE, INTO THE 
JUST BE OROUNP/ 
SURE TO 
TIME IT , 
CORRECTLY/ 


THIS TIME, 
WE'RE GOING 
TO REINFORCE 
THE SEAL 
WITH TWO 
PEMON 
KAITANA! 


LET'S 

VO 

THIS/ 


OKAY! 
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Fv nmi 

"if '.'Jaji. 





























: SUCCESSFULLYf 
IREINFORCEPL. 
FOR NOW. 


THE 
EARTH¬ 
QUAKES 
THAT HAP 
PLAGUEP 

the err/ 

STILLEP... 


I * ANP THE. 

1 RESCUE : 
1 EXPEPITIONi 
INTO THE. A 
%P^VOLCANO% 
% CAME BACK * 
; SAFELY. 
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J|ft# Ki"', 


mmmm 

WmMrn 






















ROUSH 
, FINISH. 


COM¬ 

PLETE. 















STRAI¬ 

GHTEN. 


CHU- 

NAOURA 

STONE. 


KOMA- 

NAS-URA 

STONE. 


FINAL 

POLISH. 


JIZUYA 

STONE. 


m&ui 


HAP0RI 

FINISH. 









































LUKE! 


LUKE!! 








WWP 

mim 

wmm 


BUT 
LIZA IS 
STILL 
WATCH- 
. INC... 









• : r sANP 

\ cec/ly... 

w .. 


THEY'RE < 
-ALL , N 
WATCHING 
ME. 


I CAN'T 
GIVE IN TO 
WEAKNESS 
AND MESS 
THIS UP. 


I HAVE 
TO 

GIVE IT 
EVERY¬ 
THING 
WE 
GOTHf 


SO 

WHAT IF 
I GO 
| BLIND 
AFTER 
WJH/S? 


-JUST 
FOR - 
ONE , v 
FLEETING 
MOMENT... 
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REALLY 

WORKER 


THE 

EARTH¬ 

QUAKES! 


THEYVE 

5T0FPEP 


ismW 



































LUKE, 

ARB 

YOU ALL 
RIGHT?! 


50MB- 

bov y, 

QUICKLY!! 















HOW¬ 

EVER.. 






























































































HMPH. 

THE 

CAMPBELL 

6IRL. 















































FRANCESCA 
ft*. ISA 

i PEMON 
















PIPN'T 

£ET 

HER. 


AWSA' 












my 

MISSION 
MAS FAILED, 
MEANING 
My LIFE IS 
ALREADY 
FORFEIT. 


THAT'S 

THE 

CASE- 


THEN I 
MIOHT AS 
WELL 00 
DOWN 

PIOHTINO' 


ANOTHER 
REBEL 
FROM THE 
SLAVE 
NATION, 
EH? 


WHAT'S 

THIS...? 

INFIOHT- 

INO? 


DON'T 

KNOW 


LOOK 

OUT!! 












THEY HAVE 
ANOTHER I 
VEMON \ 
SLAVE 
W!ELVER?! 


- ANV THIS ■ 

• ONE'S A 
SPEAR THAT 
CAN CALL : 
VOWN 
LIGHTNING 
BOLTS... 


^ WH- 
VkWHALT 
\ARE WE 
h GOING 
TO VO?! \ 














THERE 

EVEN 

ANY¬ 

THING 

WE 

CAN 

VO? 


NOT ' 
ONLY THAT, 
ARIA IS STILL 
STUCK IN HER 
HUMAN FORM: 

SHE CAN'T 
'i- TURN INTO A 
; RAPIER! N 


fAFTERTAm 

miiWENTM 

Wthrougm 

mTO'F/NPM 

. 

WAGA/NTm 


THEY'RE 
WAY MORE 
POWERFUL 
THAN US... 


'IS VYING 
' THE ONLY 
CHOICE 
WE HAVE 
NOW ...?!. 





7' :' v - 


I'LL 

MANAGE 
TO VO 
SOME¬ 
THING I 
PROMISE. 


IP THE 

only my 

TO GET 
OUT OP THIS 
IS POR 
SOMEONE 
TO PUT 
THEIR LIPE 
ON THE 
LINE... 


TWEN IT'S 

to m/e 
t o be 
MS. 





















I HEAR 
THERE'S A 
SPECIAL 
MINERAL 
CALLED 
"STAR METAL" 
SOMEWHERE 
IN THE OLD 
CROWD 
POWERS. 


IT MIOHT 
BE ABLE TO 
CURE MY 
CONDITION. 


CECIL/ 
CAN I ASK 

you A 

FAVOR? 


STAR 

METAL...? 


FOROE IT 
TOGETHER 
WITH ME 
INTO ONE 
BLADE. 


wny 

TELL ME 
THAT 
NOW? 


REMEM¬ 

BER 

THAT. 
















x am going 

TO GATHER UP 
THE LAST 
PROPS OF my 
ENERGY ANP 
TRANSFORM 
mo A 

SWRRP, ONE 
EAST TIME. 


LET ME BE 
IN YOUR 
HANPS AT 
THE VERY 
ENR 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
OOING?! 
WHAT 
PR YOU 
MEAN?/ 


why 

ARE 

you 

CRYING 


YOUR 

EYES... 









































WH- 
WHERE 
DIP THIS 
TOWER 

com 

FROM 

























UNVER- 

STANP 

NOW.X 


ITRAPIATING 

V PARTNER, 
SITTING!INmi 
’HANPS.)\ 

n isr^vXi 


/y/4 "? 

y XI CAN' / 
FEEL HER. 

WISH 

FLOWING 

Onto me.:/ 







ARIA! 


THIS 

ONE 

STRIKE. 
































si 























CECILY, 

THANK 

YOU. 


THANK YOU 
FOR PO/NG 
SOWELL 
ON SUCH A 
TERRIBLE, 
TERRIBLE 
MISSION. 














































































AND 

mo ARB 
THESE 

two you 

HAVE 

BROUGHT 

WITH 

you? 


LADIES, 
WE WILL 
OIVE SOME 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT 
WHAT TO 
DO WITH 

you. 


are you 

FAMILIAR 
WITH A 
MINERAL 
CALLED 
"STAR 
METAL"? 


STAR 

METAL 


THAT WAS 
ONE OF 
THE LAST 
THINOS 
SHE TOLD 
ME. 


























































































we 

HAVE TO 
SEND A 
RESCUE 
TEAM 
IMMEDI¬ 
ATELY/ 


Vsm»TRAc<eiPk 

THEM?RELYlNG\ 
— ON THE M 
. CONNECTION^ 
Z BETWEEN THE 

a ^ iciA/a errca 


T^FROM 
THERE, 
WE SET 
OUT 

I STRAIGHT 
TOR BLAIR 
VOLCANO. 


V ' JEWEL STEEL V 
STONE WE HAP 
Ut ANP, THE [ONE! 
^ : THATEWA/N0*T 
TCARRIEPJr^ 


" - 


AND 

THEN, 

we 

FINALLY 

FOUND 

THEM. 


\ ' '• 




v, v ' —7th DISTRICT— 


,: V"Hrv ^ ^ 


j v \ 



M :J. 





































































































AHA! 















































































































































, 1 : 





































































OH 

GOPS... 

COULP 

THAT 

Bern..? 
































































































































































THE NEXT PAY... 
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| "jhP 

.(TRUTH 

I \sfm 

I it^yet 
fUVES^ 


WPEMONli 
PACTSFAREI 
AN INFERNAL 
1/4 SYSTEM tit 1 
"pEVISEP.BYf 
THISJBEASTj 
JTO LEAPjJ 
tv 'MANKIND® 
fe>jRUIN.41 


IS 4 

ffi^'ANRiiTHEg 

MterribleS 

||fMgANIN6=l 
If- LESSIWARi 
FOURSgl 
mpECAPE6> 
AOO WAS 
Nfe - JUST ITS 
^INEVITABLE 
SULT. 



111[ BB 

Ie5enpabv 

ftNHU/y&Nj 


KRISTER?! 

pAVSlTHISl 

IBEASTtWAS] 

aftsAFEtyJI 

%SEALEPj| 

AWAY/LONO 

AOrO-g, 


"SPIRIT' ■ 
ESSENCE4THAT2 
; SUBSTANCEfON| 
V WHICH OURJ8§ 
, X SOCIETIES 
|f RELY FOR 
;f PRAYER PACTS. 

: ANPPAILY 

-'CONVENIENCES, 
ANP-EVENsTHEsf 
PEATH PHRASE 
-T 7 CARVEP ON N 
; 4 EACH INPIVIPUAL 
X PERSON'S. s 
f HEART.... 


"ARE 

NAUOHT 

MORE 

THAN 


VALBANILL'S 
f CURSE/ 








"MOT UNAWARE 
OF THIS, 

THE LEADERS OF ■ 
THE CONTINENT 
HELP MULTIPLE 
CONFERENCES 
BETWEEN ALL 
THREE NATIONS 
ANP THE ONE CITY 
TO PISCUSS 
THIS ISSUE. 


"HOWEVER, 
RECENTLY 
TWIS PEACEFUL, 
COOPERATIVE 
ENPEAVOR 
HAS FALLEN 
APART... 


"NOT STOPPING 
.THERE/ THE'TWO' 
CONSPIRATORS / 
/CONTRIVER TO/ 
x MONOPOLIZE/ / 
BOTH THE SALES' 

''OF JEWEL'STEEL / 
ANP THE'RIOHTS/ 
/SURROUNPINO / 
THE BENEFITS / 
.PERIVEP FROM/ f 
PRAYER PACTS. A 


m\ "BECAUSE 'm 
If THE MILITANT Vm 
^NATION ANP THE', 
|| INPEPENPENT J 
^ TRAPE CITY g 
' SELFISHLY < 
- FORMEPA 3 
SECRET ALLIANCE! 
* TO KEEP THE 1 
:VITAL TECHNIQUES? 
|>FOR POROINO ■Ali 
E NEW SACREP?g| 
fMi BLAPE TO 1 

•themselvesM 


l -^EARTHQUAKES''s| 

felPiWEFALL^ 

gPiEKPERIENCEP/Kl 

W FJUSTj PAYS *|£r. & 
WC^ACOJARE/AWA 
§g, SICN^HATkTHeE] 
|PSEAlSONsTHAT# 

Hgg§§INMUMAN mm? ■ 
Sfci#, BEAST IS.^-ilS : 

ifclWEAKENINC.^ 


2VALBANILLS 


yet* lives; 


A .■: 

l&SOMETIME# 

§VERYiSO0N~l 

ILINIAAA'SINABLEj 

mpisASters 

SwiLLfSTRIKE^! 

I%this!entire 0 

%0NTINENTll 


WILLfSOON 


REVIVE 










"COMPLETELY 
SEVERING- ALL 
TIES WITH THE 
CONSPIRATORS 
AND DETERMINING 
TO MAKE OUR 
OWN, INDEPENDENT 
DECISIONS 
REGARDING THE 
PROPER COURSES 
OF ACTION. THIS IS 
THE TRUTH BEHIND 
THE CURRENT 
ANTAGONISM 
BETWEEN OUR 
TWO STATES. 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
FROM THE 
IMPERIAL 
CROWD POWERS 
THAT I READ 

to you 


CONTAINS 
MISINFORMATION 
ON A NUMBER 
OF POINTS. 






















































































































































































































































THE 
MAYOR 
SAID IT A 
MOMENT 
AGO... 


BUT 
LET ME 
EMPHASIZE 
THIS 
POINT. 


•oman j 

— L "(Part 2)1 


THE IMPERIAL 
CROW POWERS 
DOESN'T 
CARE ABOUT 
"BRINCINC 
PEACE TO THE 
CONTINENT." 


^ WHAT THEY Y 
SAID IS UTTER 
HOC-WASH. 

WHY? BECAUSE 
THEY DON'T 
HAVE THE 
MEANS 


THEY 

DON'T EVEN 
HAVE THE 
TECHNIQUES 
TO FORCE THE 
NECESSARY 
SACRED 
BLADE. 


VALBANILL. 


X CAN'T 
TELL YOU 
WHAT 
THEY'RE 
REALLY 
AFTER. 

X DON'T 
KNOW. 


BUT ITS 
OBVIOUS THAT 
WHATEVER 
THEY'RE 
PLOTT1NO 
INVOLVES 
USINC 
VALBANILL... 


AND THAT 
IT WON'T 
BE COOD 
FOR THE 
CONTINENT 
ASA 
WHOLE. 




































































































































MWHEN PIP!W 
^mr start mjk 
WtMNG M/JkL 
%!FE ON THE 3 
mS/PEUNES, m 
WISHING m 
FOR OTHERS m 
tfVSTEPUPMk 
% ANPPO 11® 
WdSOME- ,ilr 
mmiNG?' mh 


HOW 

LONG... 


HAVE I 
BEEN 
PO/NG 
THIS? 



















GRANTED. 

RIGHT 
NOW, HE 
NEEDS 
YOU. 


THANK 
YOU , 
SIR! 


mm 




wow,= 
X MISS _ 
Y CECILY,= 

v you've-. 

Y REALLY. 
^CHANGER., 


SOMEWHERE 
ALONG THE 
UNE, I 
STARTER TO 
STEP BACK 
ANR WORRY 
OVER THINGS 
INSTEAR 
OF RO/NG 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THEM... 


IT MAKES 
ME FEEL 
A LITTLE 






















































































THAT 
VERSION 
OF ME 
NEEPS 
TO BE 
CHANGER 
// 


IS 

WRONG 

// 

















































































































































































































































































































UIK£' 


NOW 

A/IARRY 

mu 
















































































































































































































































































I'LL 
SAY IT 
ONE 
MORE 
TIME. 


X /AM 
IN LOVE 
WITH 
you. 


PLEA5E 

MARPV 

ME. 
































































































































































































































YTONGjAGm 
wsHElmsm 
¥born?asw 
Whuman:- | 


-pbmonI 

\ewfcA 


Wppffl 









% 6e continued... 
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Thanks for all of the 
postcards! We can see 
the passion put into 
every one of them. Luke 
and I are going to have 
to work hard to match 
your intensity! 


f Niigata, Yumehana Yokota 


t Hyogo, Tonton 


Look at the beautiful smiles 
on those ladies! I’m sure Luke 
would love to see those! 


t Saitama, Rushi 


t Aomori, Asato ShimotsUki 


Thank you for all the great postcards! Everyone who was displayed 
here will receive a personalized sketch from Yamada-sensei himself! 
We’re still accepting submissions, so keep on sending them in! 


NOTE: Fan art submissions only open to residents in Japan. 
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A Lazy 
Afterword 

WM 

ram! 

MURAYAMA- NAKAMURA- 0Y0NE- YAMADA-SAN 

SAN SAN SAN ^ ^ 

f // ( ll ^ |) \ttp://twitter.com/yamadakotaro 

y ^ ;| (j j ( r « \ 



LONG-TIME 
TONE MASTER 
MURAYAMA-SAN 
RETIRED PROM 
BEING A MANGA 
ASSISTANT AT 
A POINT SOME¬ 
WHERE IN THE 
MIDDLE OP THIS 
VOLUME. 


THIS TIME, 

X TURNED AROUND 
AND LOOKED AT 
THE VOLUME WITH 
A FEELING OP 
“WOW, WE'VE 
FINALLY MADE 
IT THIS PAR"/ 


XT FELT VERY 
FULFILLING AND . 
SATISFYING 
TO DRAW / 
THAT LAST / 
CHAPTER. 


Jlitl 


WHAT DID 
YOU THINK 
OF HOW THE 
VARIOUS 
CHARACTERS 
REACTED AND 
DEALT WITH THE 
TERRIBLE FATES 
THAT HAVE 
BEEN THRUST 
UPON THEM? 
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Trapped underneath Blair Volcano, Luke and Ewain find themselves 
inside an icy cavern where a mysterious sword stands firmly planted 
into the ground—until an earthquake dislodges the blade, hastening the 
breaking of Valbanill’s seal and the legendary Inhuman’s awakening. 
A replacement blade must placed in its stead immediately, for Valbanill 
has already begun to stir... 













